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10	  QUESTIONS	  TO	  ASK	  YOUR	  CHARACTERS	  TIP	  SHEET	  	  
GREAT	   STORIES	   START	  WITH	  GREAT	  CHARACTERS	  THAT	  YOU	  LOVE.	  Our	   job	  as	  novelists	   is	   to	  
create	  characters	   that	  our	  readers	   love.	  Or	   love	  to	  hate.	  Or	  want	   to	  be.	  Or	  want	   to	   jump	  into	  bed	  with.	  Our	  
characters	  need	  to	  feel	  real,	  engaging,	  and	  compelling,	  not	   just	  our	  main	  characters,	  but	  also	  our	  secondary	  
characters	  and	  villains.	  But	  how	  do	  you	  actually	  do	  that?	  

A	  GREAT	  WAY	  TO	  FEEL	  AND	  KNOW	  YOUR	  CHARACTERS	  IS	  TO	  INTERVIEW	  THEM.	  Imagine	  one	  
of	  your	  characters	  is	  sitting	  across	  the	  table	  from	  you,	  sipping	  a	  beverage,	  and	  looking	  at	  you.	  Interview	  them	  
and	  take	  notes.	  Keep	  your	  story	  in	  mind	  as	  you	  ask	  them	  questions.	  If	  you	  don’t	  know	  the	  story	  at	  all	  yet,	  all	  
the	  better.	  Let	  the	  interview	  unfold	  their	  story.	  Ask	  for	  specifics.	  Be	  detailed	  and	  use	  the	  five	  senses.	  

1.	  WHAT	  WOULD	  YOU	  LIKE?	  WHAT	  GOAL	  DO	  YOU	  HAVE?	  WHAT’S	  YOUR	  BIG	  VISION	  FOR	  
YOUR	  LIFE?	  

2.	  WHY	  DO	  YOU	  WANT	  THESE	  THINGS?	  WHAT	  WOULD	  HAPPEN	  IF	  YOU	  DIDN’T	  GET	  THEM?	  
IN	  OTHER	  WORDS,	  WHAT’S	  AT	  STAKE?	  

3.	  WHAT	  IS	  IN	  THE	  WAY	  OF	  YOU	  GETTING	  WHAT	  YOU	  WANT?	  OTHER	  PEOPLE?	  
CIRCUMSTANCES?	  FEARS?	  CONCERNS?	  

4.	  WHAT	  ARE	  THE	  BIGGEST	  FEARS	  YOU	  HAVE?	  WHERE	  DO	  YOU	  THINK	  THEY	  COME	  FROM?	  

5.	  WHAT	  ARE	  YOUR	  STRENGTHS?	  WHAT	  ARE	  YOU	  GOOD	  AT?	  WHAT	  NATURAL	  AND	  
LEARNED	  SKILLS	  DO	  YOU	  HAVE?	  APTITUDE?	  THINGS	  YOU	  WERE	  GIVEN,	  BOTH	  LITERAL	  
AND	  FIGURATIVE?	  

6.	  TELL	  ME	  ABOUT	  THE	  MOST	  TRYING	  EVENT	  OR	  TIME	  IN	  YOUR	  LIFE.	  HOW	  DOES	  THAT	  
RELATE	  TO	  YOUR	  GOALS?	  

7.	  WHAT	  ARE	  YOUR	  MOST	  PRIZED	  POSSESSIONS,	  THINGS	  YOU	  CAN’T	  LIVE	  WITHOUT?	  
WHAT	  DO	  YOU	  CARRY	  WITH	  YOU	  EVERYWHERE	  AND	  HOW	  –	  CAR,	  PURSE,	  BACKPACK,	  ETC.?	  
WHAT	  MEANING	  DO	  THESE	  OBJECTS	  HAVE?	  

8.	  WHO	  ARE	  THE	  IMPORTANT	  PEOPLE	  IN	  YOUR	  LIFE	  AND	  WHY?	  DESCRIBE	  WHO	  THEY	  ARE	  
AND	  WHAT	  KIND	  OF	  RELATIONSHIP	  YOU	  HAVE	  WITH	  EACH	  ONE?	  

9.	  HOW	  DO	  YOU	  LIKE	  TO	  DRESS?	  WHAT	  DO	  YOU	  WEAR	  FOR	  FORMAL	  OCCASIONS?	  
INFORMAL	  OCCASIONS?	  WHY	  DO	  YOU	  MAKE	  THESE	  CHOICES?	  

10.	  WHAT	  IS	  YOUR	  IMPOSSIBLE	  DREAM,	  THE	  ONE	  NO	  ONE	  KNOWS	  ABOUT?	  


